Literacy
Day 1 
Explain that this week we are going to be finding out more about the  life of Grace Darling in our literacy time, and then writing some non-fiction about her. Ask your child if they can remember what non- fiction means (real facts) 
Explain that GD lived in the county of Northumberland like us, but she lived on the Farne islands. Look at the distance between the Farne islands and the mainland. 
Look at a map of Northumberland to find the Farne islands– Google maps. If you zoom in, you will be able to see the names of Brownsman and also where Longstone Lighthouse is.
She lived first on Brownsman Island, then in the Longstone Lighthouse. Explain that GD was born so long ago that her life was very different from today – no electricity, no light bulbs. She didn’t go to school but was taught by her father in the lighthouse, no running water – they had to pump water.
Explain that today they are  going to listen to some information about GD, then make bullet points about what they have learned. Then tomorrow we will turn our bullet points into sentences about her life. Your child will need to get their home learning book ready so that they can make notes as they go along, pausing the recording.
The recording is from BBC sounds – you will need to register to listen, but there is no charge. You can also listen on the BBC sounds app.
At the start of the recording we climb aboard a lifeboat with ‘Louise’ who then tells us about her heroine – Grace Darling. You may want to show your child  a picture of  a modern lifeboat and talk about how it is used.  Encourage your child to act out the drama parts.
BBC radio – first steps in drama: Grace darling – heroine of the sea 1. At Longstone Lighthouse
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6v03
Just listen from the start up until 5.22 which is when they move to Longstone Lighthouse.
Their notes should look something like this: ( but get them to work out what they should write down!)
· Over 200 years ago
· 1815
· Bamburgh
· 1 of 8 children
· Moved to Brownsman Island, only a few weeks old
· Cottage, walled garden – fruit and vegetables
· Loved watching birds
· Loved fishing
· Searched rockpools
· 10 years old – moved to Longstone Lighthouse








Day 2 – Remind your child that yesterday we listened to find out facts about Grace darling’s life – ask them to read over their bullet points from yesterday.
This is where she lived on Brownsman Island:
[image: Brownsman Island Ruin | Remains of Brownsman Island lighthou… | Flickr]
Show Objectives:
To write what I have found out about Grace Darling.
To use words to join ideas in a sentence -  and, but, when, because
To use capital letters for names of people and places.

Ask: What could our heading be? E.g All about Grace Darling or The Amazing Grace Darling etc
Ask: What have you found out about GD?
Demo how to use their notes in order to write sentences about GD, using and, but, when, because in each sentence if possible. Draw attention to the need for capital letters for names of people and places.
e.g The Amazing Grace Darling
Grace was born over 200 years ago. She was born in 1815 in a small village called Bamburgh and she was 1 of 8 children. When she was only a few months old she went to live on Brownsman Island because her dad was a lighthouse keeper. etc etc..
They could either cut out and stick the picture above into their home learning book, or draw their own picture of the cottage on Brownsman Island.




Day 3 
Explain that today we are going to listen to the next part of Grace’s life – when she moved to Longstone Lighthouse – look again at Google maps to see that it is even further out to sea – can your child remember why the family had to move there?
Explain that today they are going to pretend to be Grace and write about what happened to you on the night of the storm – September 7th 1838
Listen to the recording again from 5:22 until 11:15    
Encourage your child to pretend to be Grace and describe her feelings when the family arrive at Longstone Lighthouse, how she looks after the lamp room, and what happened on September 7th 1838.
This is a photo of Longstone Lighthouse. There was only bare rock, so they often rowed back to Brownsman Island to collect vegetables ( carrots, turnips, cabbage) and look after their animals – goats, sheep and ducks.
[image: ]

Show this flow diagram and explain that a flow diagram helps us know the order of something happening. This flow diagram will help us remember the order of things that happened to Grace on the night of the rescue. Explain that the flow diagram just has notes to help us remember the order – not sentences.
   A huge storm

    22 years old

       Only me

   midnight – move the coble

    wind very strong

   I couldn’t sleep 

   saw a ship

I called mum

ran to lantern room

ran to wake up dad


rain, wind, dark, howling wind

I wanted to go out

Dad didn’t want to

Ask your child to use the flow diagram to practise recounting orally what happened to Grace on the night of the storm – they need to:
Use I, my, we
Use powerful words to make it sound exciting
Describe my feelings
Use and, but, because in their sentences.
Use then, next and suddenly

Then ask your child to write their recount in their home learning book – remind them that they are pretending to be Grace and writing about what happened on the night of the storm.












Day 4

Remind your child about the night of the storm when Grace wanted her father to help her to rescue the survivors of the ship, and her father didn’t want to go –listen to the recording again from 8:00 until where it ends at 12:25 if you like.
Explain that today they are going to pretend to be Grace and write 3 reasons why you think your dad and you should go and try to rescue the sailors. 
Show this sentence :  Dad, please can we go because  (They could write this in their book)
and ask your child to think up reasons they should go. e.g
1. If we don’t the poor sailors will die.
2. I can help you row because I am very strong now I’m 22.
3. We know our way around the rocks here and we’ve got  a good chance of saving them.
When your child has talked about their ideas, ask them to write them down in sentences.
Then ask your child to pretend to be Grace’s dad. Why is it important to wait until the storm finishes.
Show this sentence: Grace, we need to wait because 
and ask your child to think up reasons they should wait. e.g
1. The storm is far too rough and we will all drown.
2. The storm will end by morning and then we can go and rescue the sailors.
3. The sailors may be safe on the rocks already.
When your child has talked about their ideas, ask them to write them down in sentences.















Day 5 Today we are going to listen to the next part of the story on BBC Sounds: Grace Darling – heroine of the sea    2. The rescue
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b03g6v04
Explain that their job today is to make their own flow chart like the one they used on Wednesday. Their flow chart is going to show what happened to the ship – The Forfarshire on the night of the storm. Each time something new happened, they will use an arrow.
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Listen from the start of the recording up until 7:28, pausing after each even so that your child can make their flow chart. They could write this heading in their book- 
What happened to the Forfarshire?
Their flow chart may look something like this:
60 crew and passengers

boiler leak

engines stopped

ship drifted

sea rougher and rougher
 etc
They could draw pictures to go with some parts of the flow chart too.

Then listen to the end of the rescue at 11:15
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